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Foreword

The Student Election Commission (SEC) of IIT Madras, constituted under the Students’
Constitution (Chapter V, Section III, Clause VI), is entrusted with conducting free and fair
student elections. In line with the recommendations of the Lyngdoh Committee, the SEC is
committed to ensuring equal opportunity for all students to contest and participate in the
electoral process.

At the heart of the SEC’s mission is the belief that the power to shape the future of our
campus rests with the students. We are committed to conducting free, fair, and inclusive
elections that empower every student to participate, regardless of background. Through a
transparent and evolving electoral process, we aim to strengthen responsibility,
engagement, and the democratic spirit of IIT Madras.

We express our sincere gratitude to Prof. Ramkumar P, Chief Election Officer, and Prof. V.
B. Maji, Deputy Election Officer, for their guidance, and to the Dean (Students) for
unwavering support. With this collective effort, the SEC remains committed to fairness,
integrity, and inclusivity, empowering students to lead responsibly and shape our campus
with vision.

Thankfully,

Mokshagna Teja G (HS24HO055)
Chief Election Commissioner 2025-26

Mythrayee K L (ME23B181)
Election Commissioner 2025-26

Karthik Kurimindla (NA22B009)
Senior Student Advisor to SEC
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I . General Guidelines

1. Elections to all the posts in the Executive Council, Student Legislative Council and
Hostel Councils shall be conducted by the Student Election Commission along with
the Election Officers.

2. As per Chapter VII, Section I, Clause I of the Students’ Constitution of IIT Madras,
“the Student Election Commission will be empowered with the full authority to
enforce any and all regulations, rules, policies and procedures related to Student
Elections.”

3. Expenses of the same shall be met from the Gymkhana Fees.

4, For Students’ General Elections 2026 (SGE 2026), election shall not be conducted
for the posts of:-

Department Council

Department of Applied Mechanics and Biomedical Engineering : Two positions for
the newly offered B.Tech courses

e (Computational Engineering and Mechanics

e Instrumentation and Biomedical Engineering
Hostel Councils

e Swarnamukhi Hostel

e Mandakini A Hostel

e Mandakini B Hostel

I1. Election Notification

The Student Election Commission shall prepare the Election Notification which shall
be made public by the Office of the Dean (Students).

Election Notification shall contain the following details:
1. List of Post(s) open for Election and their corresponding Electorate(s)

2. Relevant dates, including but not limited to
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h.

I

Nomination Window

Last date for Withdrawal of Nomination

Date of release of Valid Nominations

Last date for Documents Submission (Manifesto/SoP/Feasibility Report)
Date of release of Final Nominations

Briefing Session

Campaigning Window

Soapboxes

Polling Day

3. Eligibility Criteria

4, Nomination Process

5. Process for filing Complaints

I11. Nomination Process

1. Eligibility Criteria

The following qualifications hold for all posts contesting in the elections:

A.

In case of B.Tech.,, DD, M.Tech., M.A., M.B.A., and M.Sc. students, the nominee’s
CGPA must be equal or exceed 6.5 at the date of filing the nomination;

The nominee must have obtained the pass grade in NCC/NSO/NSS/NCA if NOT
a research scholar;

The nominee must NOT have a U, W, or | grade at the date of filing the
nomination, except for an "I" grade in OB courses, which is exempted;

In case of P grade, the nominee must NOT have ANY P grade in the preceding
two semesters at the date of filing the nomination;

The nominee belonging to a taught programme must have completed a
minimum average of 45 credits per semester up to the previous semester from
the date of filing of nomination.
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The average shall be calculated as follows:

Average Credits per Semester = (Total Credits earned up to the previous
semester) + (Number of semesters completed)

This value must be greater than or equal to 45.

F. The nominee must not have been found guilty of gross misconduct by the
Hostel Disciplinary Committee, Complaint Committee Against Sexual
Harassment, or any similar competent authority;

G. The nominee must be a member of the electorate of the post they are
contesting for;

H. No person shall contest for more than one post concurrently;

[. The nominee must remain a student for the entire academic year for which
they have been elected. A Self Declaration confirming this, signed by the
nominee must be submitted during the time of nomination;

J]. For MS. and Ph.D. research scholars, the nominee should have cleared
satisfactorily all the required courses for which they have registered, and
should have received the scholarship amount uninterruptedly as evidence of
having maintained satisfactory progress in research;

K. In the case of sponsored candidates, permission from the sponsoring agency
must be obtained for contesting any post;

L. In the case of international candidates, students who have come to IIT Madras
from foreign universities/colleges for a period of at least 1 academic year,
permission from your parent university/college must be obtained for
contesting any post.

All eligibility criteria mentioned above shall be strictly adhered to without fail.

Note: Not all eligibility criteria may be applicable to fresher candidates, given
their current stage in the academic program.

2. Filing of Nomination on Nomination Portal

Nominations for all posts shall be filed online through the Nomination portal.
Link to the Nomination portal shall be made known to the General Student Body
(GSB) by SEC through mail.
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Any and all efforts of collusion, including but not limited to the purposes of
intimidation or circumventing the secrecy of the process while filing nominations
are prohibited.

Any student/scholar fulfilling the aforementioned eligibility criteria for a post can
login to the Nomination portal and submit the details as required.

Each candidate’s nomination should be supported by a Proposer and a Seconder,
both of whom shall belong to the electorate represented by the post sought by
the candidate. No one can propose/second more than one candidate for the
same post.

The candidate must submit the Self Declaration form through the Nomination
Portal, adhering to the specified format and size requirements.

It is the candidate's sole responsibility to ensure that all required fields (such as
name, roll number, hostel/department, post name, signature) are accurately
completed. Failure to comply with any of these fields will result in the nomination
being deemed invalid, without any exceptions.

3. Withdrawal of Nomination

Nomination once filed, can be withdrawn any time before the deadline for the
same as announced in the Election Notification.

4. Communication

Candidates will receive comprehensive information and other crucial deadlines
through the official mail of SEC. Candidates are required to provide their
WhatsApp Contact Number both in the Self Declaration form attached in the
Election Notification as well as in the Nomination Portal to ensure efficient
dissemination of information.

5. Verification of Nomination

Verification of eligibility criteria and declarations submitted during nomination
shall be carried out by the SEC.

In case of doubt, the candidate shall submit to the SEC the relevant documents
proving their eligibility when called for. Failing to do so would result in
disqualification.

STUDENT ELECTION COMMISSION Page 7



ELECTION MANUAL

Please be advised that submissions of incomplete undertaking forms will not be
accepted for valid nominations. The SEC will not be held responsible for any
requests regarding the consideration of incomplete forms.

IV. Submission of Documents

Candidates shall submit the following documents once their nomination is declared
as Valid Nomination by SEC through the Nomination Portal.

Manifesto and Feasibility report are mandatory for all candidates for valid
candidature; and submission of Statement of Purpose (SoP) is mandatory for all
the candidates contesting for the post of Legislator.

1. Manifesto

Manifesto should contain the candidate’s vision, plans, initiatives they propose
to undertake if elected to the post, and any other bona fides to proffer their
credibility or qualification for the post.

The manifesto shall not exceed one page (one side) of A4 dimensions and shall
have a minimum font size of 9.

2. Statement of Purpose (SoP)

Candidates contesting for the post of legislators shall submit a Statement of
Purpose in addition to their Manifesto. It shall, but is not only limited to contain
the following.

a. The Standing Committees (minimum three) that they wish to be a part of;

b. The policies/problems that they shall raise as members of the Standing
Committee(s);

c. The general policies/initiatives that they shall raise in the Student Legislative
Council.

3. Feasibility Report

A report containing the feasibility checks done for initiatives/plans listed in the
Manifesto and SoP. Financial, temporal feasibilities, timelines, budgets, and
checks with administrative authorities on approvals/sanctions may be listed
out.
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The submitted Manifesto / Feasibility Report / Statement of Purpose shall form the
official basis of the candidate’s campaign narrative. Any substantial deviation
during campaigning may be examined by the SEC.

The SEC reserves the right to review, seek clarifications, and publish submitted
documents in a standardized format for public access.

V. Grievance Redressal

1. Complaint Window

The Complaint Window shall remain open throughout the entire Election
Schedule across all stages. Students should file their complaints only through the
Complaint Tab available on the SGE 2026 Nomination Portal.

These complaints shall be reviewed and resolved by the Student Election
Commission (SEC). The Commission shall exercise its full authority to investigate
complaints and impose appropriate actions.

2. Grievance Committee

The Grievance Committee will also be responsible for addressing complaints
related to the election process. It shall have full authority to impose appropriate
actions based on the availability of the Committee and the severity of the
complaints. Depending on the severity of the complaint, the composition of the
Grievance Committee might vary.

The decision of the Grievance Committee shall be final and binding.
Composition of the Grievance Committee:

The Grievance Committee shall comprise the following members, depending on
the requirements of the case:

e Senior Faculty Member (Chairperson)
e Dean (Students)

e Deputy Registrar (Students)

e Chief Election Officer
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e Deputy Election Officer
e SECC Faculty Advisor
e Chairman or Vice Chairman, Council of Wardens

e Members of the Student Election Commission

. Complaint Lodging Avenue

All complaints regarding elections must be filed through the SGE 2026
Nomination Portal which would be used by the contestants to file their
nominations. GSB can look over the Valid nominations after which they can
launch a complaint on the same portal against any candidate(s



